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country. Hadrian's scheme of evacuation was due
to his desire to keep the barbarians out of Mcesia,
and his successors for the next century and a half
followed the alternative policy of making Dacia an
outpost of the Empire against the attacks of savage
hordes. Three great military roads, still visible in
many places, united the principal towns of the
province ; while a fourth, called by Trajan's name,
traversed the depths of the Carpathians and entered
Transylvania by the Turnu Rosa or Rothenthurm
Pass. Two legions were usually stationed in Dacia,
and their headquarters, together with the seat of
government, were fixed at Apulurn, the modern
Karlsburg in Transylvania. On the ruins of the
old Dacian capital of Sarmizegethusa rose the
stately Roman town of Ulpia Trajana, whose
memory is still preserved by a few carved stones
and a heap of broken pillars.

With the advent of the third century the in-
cursions of the barbarians became more threatening.
Caracalla, about 212, defeated a horde of invaders,
and erected as a trophy of victory the town of
Karakal, which still preserves his name. The
" tower of Severus," Turnu-Severin, on the Danube,
marks the defeat of the tribes of Ouadi and Marco-
manni a few years later. But a more deadly enemy
now appeared upon the frontiers. In 247 we hear
of the first invasion of the Goths. Some writers,
relying on the similarity of the names, have put
forward the theory that these Goths were none
other than the Geta^ or Dacians, the direct lineal
descendants of the people, who had withdrawn